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Authentic Assessments for Every 
Discipline: 
Engaging Techniques That Reflect Real-World 
Learning



Welcome & Introduction (5 minutes)

Hear from a Peer (30 minutes) 

Create an AI-Powered Peer Collaboration Activity
(35 minutes) 

Thank you and conclusion (5 minutes) 



Join the Conversation! 



Say hello! 

Using iClicker, please briefly introduce yourself 
with your name, your institution, and your course 
area

 
(short answer) 



● Relevant
● skill-based assessment that is challenging
● evokes reflection,
● encourages collaboration, 
● and transfers to real-world contexts.

Defining Authentic Assessment



Skills Highlighted by Authentic Assessment

Self-Regulated Learning Critical Thinking

Collaboration

This is in addition to the more 
discipline-specific, real-world 
skills that are unique to each 
course and each student.



Enhancing Performance Tasks
● Include LOs focused on uniquely human 

skills
● Emphasize process over final product
● Provide frequent opportunities for 

feedback and reflection

Embracing AI within Assignments
● Use AI to support students
● Integrate and evaluate AI outputs in 

assignments
● Recognize use of AI can make the 

assignment authentic

Modifying 
Authentic 
Assessment 
in Response to AI



Hear from a Peer
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LAVO/CDIMN Project



Goal: Move away from Essays

● Writing that has
○ Meaning

○ Impact for both students and instructors

○ Real-World Impact for the National Park 
and its affiliates

● Assignments that Require:
○ Research

○ Data Interpretation

○ Translation from jargon-filled prose to 
general public

○ Projects to encourage students to learn 
about their national lands

○ Guidebooks



Projects/Assignments/Assessments

LAVO
Composition II (ENGL120)

● Museum Exhibits

● Social Media posts

● Informational Zines

● Web page updates

● Board games for game night

● Junior Ranger Activities

CDIMN
COLL320 – CUREs project

● Scholarly Project 

● Works with CDIMN data to create 
and test hypotheses

● Final Project: Poster Presentation
ENGL 320 – Writing in the Health 
Sciences

● First Aid manual for back-country 
visitors



Incorporating AI
● ENGL320

○ Creation of graphic narrative; AI used for 
illustrations

○ ENGL120
■ Creation of icons and images for the Junior 

Ranger booklet and board game



🔓 
Unlocking Authentic 

Assessment:
The Escape Room Challenge

🔓 



At the end of this session, you will have:

✅ A Personalized AI-Assisted Feedback Strategy
● A structured approach to refining AI feedback while keeping it clear, warm, and encouraging.

✅ Hands-On Experience with AI Feedback Tools
● Practice generating, reviewing, and personalizing AI-assisted feedback for student assignments.

✅ A Framework for Stress-Reducing Feedback
● Techniques to make feedback specific, actionable, and confidence-building.

✅ Customizable AI Prompts for Future Use
● Ready-to-use prompts that adapt to different disciplines and student needs.

✅ An Action Plan for Implementation
● Strategies to integrate AI-assisted feedback without adding extra workload.

📌 Final Takeaway: Youʼll leave with a faster, more effective way to provide meaningful feedback that supports 
student learning and resilience! 🎯

What Youʼll Walk Away With 🚀



🚪 Step 1: Youʼre Locked in the “Traditional 
Assessment” Room

Youʼve been locked in a room where all assessments look the 
same—static, isolated, and disconnected from the real world. Your 
mission? Use your creativity to unlock a more engaging and authentic 
version of this assignment.

1. Think of a common traditional assignment used in your 
discipline. 

2. Identify the current goal of the assignment:

✅ What is this assessment measuring?
✅ How well does it reflect real-world applications?
✅ How might AI impact how students complete this task?

Take a few moments and jot down the assignment and its goals. 



Step 2: Find the Keys to Unlock a More Authentic Assessment

● Consider the “Escape Room Keys”—strategies that unlock an assessmentʼs full potential:
🔹 Key 1: Real-World Relevance – Connect it to industry or life beyond the classroom.
🔹 Key 2: Student Agency – Give students choice in how they demonstrate learning.
🔹 Key 3: AI as an Enhancer – Use AI to deepen learning, not just complete tasks.

● Challenge: Ask participants to choose at least ONE key and use it to “unlock” a better version of 
the assignment.

● Participants revise their assignment privately.



AI Prompt for Unlocking a More Authentic Assessment:

💡 Use this prompt to transform a traditional assignment into an engaging, real-world challenge:

**“I am a [INSERT YOUR COURSE] college instructor, and I would like to revise an existing assignment. Currently, my 
assignment asks students to [BRIEFLY DESCRIBE TRADITIONAL ASSIGNMENT]. I want to make it more authentic by 
connecting it to a real-world scenario.

Please suggest a revised version of my assignment that:

● Frames the task as a real-world challenge, case study, or professional scenario.
● Provides opportunities for student choice or collaboration.
● Encourages reflection or metacognition.
● Uses AI to enhance learning without replacing critical thinking.

Ensure the revised assignment aligns with key learning objectives while being engaging and relevant to students' future 
careers.”**

Sample AI Prompt 



 Example Usage in Different Disciplines:

English: “I am a college English instructor. My current assignment asks students to write a five-paragraph literary analysis 
essay on The Great Gatsby. I want to make it more authentic by connecting it to a real-world scenario.”

💡AI Output: “Transform this into a ʻCultural Criticʼ project where students write an article or create a video essay comparing 
Gatsbyʼs themes to modern wealth culture, social media, or inequality.”

Business: “I am a business instructor. My assignment asks students to create a written business plan. I want to make it 
more authentic by connecting it to real-world entrepreneurship.”

💡AI Output: “Turn this into a ʻShark Tankʼ pitch where students present their business ideas in video format or to a panel of 
classmates acting as investors.”

Sample AI Prompt 



🚀 Step 3: The Great Escape – Share 
Your Unlocked Assessment! 

● In a few words, please describe your revised assignment idea 
in iClicker.

● Consider: 
○ What makes this version more engaging or useful for 

students?
○ What AI-enhanced elements could make it even better?

● Bonus: Which escape key are you most excited to try?



✨ Final Reflection: Whatʼs Your Next Escape Mission? 

●  “Whatʼs one small change youʼll try in your next assessment?”



What do you think of the feedback to your activity 
from the generative AI prompt? 

 
a. Wow, I can use it pretty much as is! 
b. Iʼll have to do some tweaking but this is something I can use
c. I will have to think about it more before I decide
d. I would have to do some major overhauling to be able to use this. 
e. I am not at all interested in doing this activity with my students.



How are you feeling about authentic assessment 
after todayʼs session? 

 
(short answer) 



Q A&
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