
Ideas in Argument, Second Edition, is designed to help all 
students—and teachers—succeed in AP® English Language and 
Composition courses. It was created to support teachers and 
guide students as they become stronger analytical readers and 
persuasive writers. 

At the heart of the AP® English Language and Composition 
course are Big Ideas that are presented through strategically 
scaffolded and sequenced units that build skills for achieving 
success on the AP® Exam. Ideas in Argument, Second Edition, 
puts the Big Ideas into practice. Ideas in Argument follows the 
nine units of the AP® Framework, making it easy to use the 
resources found in AP® Classroom, such as Personal Progress 
Checks, released AP® Exam Items, AP® Daily videos, and more 
while paving a pathway for student success on the AP® Exam.

Key Features
• Is completely aligned to the 9 units in the AP® English 

Language and Composition Course and Exam Description;

• Scaffolds the skills across the units in a way that builds 
students’ confidence and success;

• Includes engaging and inspiring texts that students will love 
to read, and teachers love to teach;

• Presents rhetorical reading and analytical writing workshops 
that actually teach the craft of argument—now with more 
templates and models;

• Builds critical thinking skills and takes students beyond the 
classroom into real-world arguments;

• Contains organizers, charts, templates, and tips that help 
students understand and practice the rhetorical skills and 
concepts that matter most;

• Is written in a voice that speaks to students;
• Includes detailed, step-by-step workshops focused on 

tackling the AP® FRQ prompts in alignment with the scope 
and sequence of the AP® Course and Exam Description and 
Personal Progress Checks;

• Provides test-taking strategies alongside practice 
multiple-choice questions and AP® FRQ prompts throughout 
every unit; and

• Features a new, full Practice AP® Exam at the back of 
the book.
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New to this Edition

• NEW! Nearly 100 new readings from classics by writers such 
as James Baldwin, Helen Keller, Arthur Miller, and Zora Neale 
Hurston—to exciting contemporary voices, including Robin 
Wall Kimmerer, Tom Hanks, Jesmyn Ward, and more.

• NEW! Applying AP® Skills questions in the margins of the 
AP® Big Idea Workshop texts prompt students to read 
actively and focus on the workshop’s central skill.

• NEW! Writing templates help scaffold students’ skill 
development and provide structure to their written 
responses in each unit’s Composition and AP® FRQ 
Workshops.

• EXPANDED! Ideas in American Culture collections with five 
readings on a cultural idea in every unit offer even more 
choices for nuanced argument and skill practice.

• NEW! Ideas in American Culture features help students hone 
visual analysis skills and developing sophisticated arguments.

• NEW AND UPDATED! Even more scaffolded AP® practice 
throughout. Deeply aligned to the skills of the course in each 
unit, these features meet students where they are and get 
them where they need to go:

• NEW! A practice AP® multiple-choice question in every AP® 
Big Idea Workshop scaffolds students’ skill development.

• NEW! Two practice AP® FRQ prompts for every reading in 
the Ideas Collections. Written in stable prompt wording to 
mirror the exam, these allow students to think and write 
about real-world issues while also preparing for the AP® 
exam.

• EXPANDED! AP® FRQ Workshops further scaffold the 
writing for the exam, with new templates, graphic organizers, 
quick reference charts, and annotated student models to 
guide students every step of the way.

• NEW! A full practice AP® exam at the back of the book gives 
students yet another way to self-assess and prepare for the 
exam at the end of the year.
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