
Kurzweil 3000 Screen Reader User Guide 
This detailed user guide will walk you through the steps of using the Kurzweil 3000 
screen reader in your Achieve course. 
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Getting Started 
Installing and setting up Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web Extension 
Below are a few key resources for Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web. However, this isn’t a 
substitute for the documentation provided by Kurzweil. 

● Kurzweil 3000 resources 
● Download Read the Web for Google Chrome 
● Download Read the Web for Mozilla Firefox 
● Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web Getting Started Guide 
● Kurzweil 3000 for Web Browsers Manual 

Note that the Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web Extension is only free for 30-days, unless 
you have a subscription to Kurzweil 3000. To inquire about getting a subscription, 
contact your school’s disability/accessibility services office.  

To start using the extension, you first have to sign-up for an account on their education 
site. Be sure to keep track of your username and password for later use. 

Setting up the Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web extension 
Initiate Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web on the webpage you’d like to read by selecting the 

Read the Web icon  from your browser extensions. Log in using your Kurzweil 
3000 username and password. 

https://www.kurzweiledu.com/k3000-firefly/overview.html
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-the-web/hdgegmlancchhhlkkddoiedlklgocffm
https://www.kurzweiledu.com/news-resources/software-updates/misc-updates_v20.html
https://www.kurzweiledu.com/files/pdf/2018shared/rtw_getting_started_guide.pdf
https://www.kurzweiledu.com/files/pdf/2018shared/web_getting_started_guide.pdf
https://www.kurzweiledu.com/products/k3000.html
https://www.kurzweiledu.com/products/k3000.html


 

 
  

Once logged in, the Read the Web interface will show buttons for options, reading, 
dictionary, translation, capturing screenshots, and highlighting. 

 
 

 

  
The options menu contains options for voices, reading speed, unit, mode, alt text, and 
screen position of the Read the Web extension. 
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Features of Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web 
The Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web extension defaults to an English-speaking voice with 
green and yellow highlight text. It will also, by default, read text aloud at a normal 
reading speed and will highlight the entire sentence in green and individual words in 
yellow.  

 
Options Menu  

These settings can be changed using the options menu  in the extension. 



 



 
Dictionary Definitions 
When the cursor is placed on a word, the Read the Web extension can also give you 

the dictionary definition of the selected word by selecting the  icon. See example 
below:  

 
 

 

 



Translations 

To the right of the dictionary icon, the translation icon  will let you translate the 
selected word into many different languages. See example below: 

 

 

  

Screenshots 
Kurzweil 3000 also has a helpful screenshots feature which will be covered in more 
detail below. 
 
Highlighting 

To the right of the translation icon, the highlighter icon  will let you highlight text 
using different colors.  
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Reading the Macmillan Achieve Course with Kurzweil 3000 
Read the Web 
Course Homepage 
On the course homepage, the Assignments view will show assignments in sections for 
Current, This Week, Next Week, Future Assignments and Past Assignments, as well as 
No Due Dates. 



  

 

 
To start reading the course homepage using Kurzweil 3000 Read the Web, click the 
place you would like to begin reading with the Read the Web extension activated. There 
will be a flashing green cursor to indicate where reading will start. 

 

 

 
By default, Read the Web will highlight the entire current sentence in green and the 
current word in yellow, then will read the text aloud.  



 

 

 
Note: On this page, Read the Web will read all visible text but will not read the left-hand 
navigation pane. 

 
To see all available content and assignments for this course, change the VIEWING BY: 
drop-down to Course Content. 

 

 
  

Click on a unit in the course to open it. For the purposes of demonstration, we are 
selecting Chapter 3: Biology and Behavior. 



 

 

 
Example assignment: Read & Practice 
In this example, we've opened the Read & Practice assignment, 3a) Introducing the 
Brain; Neurons and Neural Communication. In this type of assignment, you may 
complete readings, then take a quiz once the required readings are complete.  

 
If starting Read the Web from the header at the top of the page, Read the Web will stop 
reading aloud at the end of the assignment title and you will have to start reading again 
lower in the page. Additionally, the text for the lesson title will remain white and will be 
difficult to read with the Read the Web highlight (see highlighted text below). All other 
text on the page will read as expected with Read the Web.  



 

 

 
e-Book in Read & Practice  
Start reading the e-book by selecting a link in the list of readings. In this example, we've 
selected Chapter 3 Introduction. To read with Read the Web, place the cursor within the 
e-Book Section pane at the right. 

 

 
  



Read the Web will read through the e-book, including the alternative text for images and 
diagrams. Note that white text will be difficult to read using the green and yellow 
highlights.  

While reading through the e-book, Read the Web may read a section of text, announce 
an image and its alt text, read the next section of text, and then read the alt text for all 
images in a group of images. This will interrupt the reading order and may cause 
confusion for the reader. To guarantee a section of text is read, place the cursor at the 
beginning of that section.  

 

 
  

If an image has a caption and no alt text, Read the Web will only read the caption and 
will not announce that an image is present. You may also turn off reading alt text in the 
Read the Web settings.  

 
Read & Practice Quiz 
From the homepage for the Read & Practice assignment you may also take or retake a 
quiz. 
 
When using Read the Web to navigate the quiz, Read the Web will read aloud all text 
outside of the answer choices and announce that there are answer choices, but will not 
read the choices themselves, even when the cursor is placed directly on them. See the 



Screenshots section of this article below for a workaround to read these answer choices 
aloud. 

 

 

 
Screenshots 

The screenshot icon  will allow you to capture a screenshot and read the text of 
it in Kurzweil 3000. You can also add custom highlights, notes, and more to screenshots 
using this tool. The screenshot tool can also be used as a workaround to read sections 
of text that Read the Web is unable to read. 

In the example below, the screenshot tool is being used to read the quiz answer options 
that Read the Web couldn’t capture.  



 

 
  

The top navigation bar has options to export the image, change the audio options, 
change the view options, change playback settings, access references (such as a 
dictionary and translations), and toggle on Dark Mode.  



 

  



 

 



The left-hand navigation pane has icons for bookmarks (to bookmark important pieces 
of text in the document), document links, highlighters, notes, editing tools, and column 
notes. 
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