Taking Al Integration
to the Next Level

Tips from Fellow Educators

During our Webinar, “Taking Al Integration to the Next Level,” we asked instructors to
share examples of their own use of Al with students. Please see those responses below,
as summarized by Chat GPT.

How Instructors Encourage Students to Use Al

Brainstorming and Idea Generation: Many instructors see Al as a valuable tool for sparking creativity
and helping students get started. For example, students can use Al to brainstorm essay topics,
develop research questions, or explore different angles for a project.

Outlining and Organization: Al helps students organize their thoughts and structure their work.
Whether it's building an outline for a paper or breaking down a large project into manageable tasks, Al
can streamline the process and reduce overwhelm.

Editing and Refining Work: Students can rely on Al to polish their writing, improving grammar, flow,
and clarity. For instance, using Al to refine a thesis statement or edit a draft helps students focus on
their ideas without getting stuck on small errors. Instructors encourage transparency by asking
students to disclose how Al was used.

Learning and Concept Clarification: Al can support students in understanding challenging material.
For example, students can use Al to explain complex biology concepts or provide alternative ways to
approach a math problem. This kind of support helps students connect with material in new and
accessible ways.

Creating Study Aids: Al is a great resource for building personalized study tools. Students can
generate practice test questions, create flowcharts for tough topics, or even summarize dense reading
materials to make studying more effective.

Discipline-Specific Applications: Many instructors highlight creative ways to use Al within their fields.
For example, a nutrition instructor mentioned having students analyze Al-generated diet plans, while
STEM instructors encourage using Al for coding practice or designing rehabilitation treatment plans.
Ethical and Responsible Al Use: Instructors consistently emphasize the importance of using Al
ethically. This means disclosing Al's role in assignments, using it as a support tool rather than a
shortcut, and understanding its limitations. For example, instructors might allow students to use Al to
brainstorm arguments for a paper but not to write the entire essay.
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What Instructors Consider Al Misuse in the Classroom

Submitting Al-Generated Work as Original: The most common concern among instructors is
students using Al to generate entire assignments and presenting them as their own work. For example,
submitting an essay or research paper written entirely by Al without any personal input is seen as clear
misuse.

Copying and Pasting Without Attribution: Instructors highlight that copying and pasting Al-
generated text directly into assignments without proper citation is unethical. This includes answers to
homework problems, discussion posts, or essays taken verbatim from tools like ChatGPT.

Avoiding Personal Engagement with the Work: Many instructors stress that relying on Al without
contributing personal thought, reflection, or effort undermines the learning process. For instance,
using Al to write a report or complete a short-answer question without understanding or revising the
content is considered misuse.

Generating Fictitious or Unsupported Content: Using Al to create fake sources or references is seen
as particularly problematic. For example, including fabricated quotes or citations in a research paper
misrepresents academic integrity and undermines trust.

Using Al Without Transparency: Instructors expect students to acknowledge when Al has been used.
Whether it’s generating ideas, refining grammar, or providing structure, failing to disclose Al's role is
viewed as dishonest. For instance, submitting an essay as entirely their own work without revealing Al-
assisted editing is flagged as misuse.

Using Al on Restricted Assignments: Misuse includes using Al for tasks explicitly designed to assess
individual skills, such as personal opinion essays, open-ended reflections, or exams. For example,
instructors consider it cheating to use Al to answer test questions when it’s prohibited.

Submitting Al Work Without Verification or Understanding: Students who use Al-generated content
without checking its accuracy or engaging critically with it risk submitting incorrect or misleading
information. For instance, relying on Al to "watch" a video and summarize it often results in errors, as
Al cannot actually view videos.

Allowing Al to Replace Core Skills: Some instructors note that over-reliance on Al for tasks like
generating thesis statements, outlines, or research topics bypasses opportunities for students to
develop key academic skills. For example, skipping library research by solely relying on Al to find
sources can limit critical thinking.

How Instructors Ensure Fair and Equitable Access to
Al in Their Classes

Teaching Al Skills Explicitly: Instructors emphasize teaching all students how to use Al effectively and
appropriately. For example, some educators include lessons on using tools like ChatGPT, showing
students how to ask questions, analyze grammar, and improve clarity without having Al do the work
for them.

Providing Guidelines and Expectations: Many instructors create clear guidelines to define the
appropriate and inappropriate use of Al in their courses. For instance, students might be required to
state how they used Al and why, ensuring accountability and promoting transparency.
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e Ensuring Free or Equitable Access: To avoid giving any student an unfair advantage, instructors focus

on free and universally accessible tools. For example:
o Using free versions of Al tools during in-class activities.
o Showing students how to access Al tools on their phones.

o Referring students to institutional resources, like university-provided tools or library support.
 Integrating Al into the Curriculum: Some instructors explicitly integrate Al into their course design.
For example, they might develop assignments that require students to use Al for brainstorming or

grammar analysis, ensuring every student has an opportunity to engage with the tools in a structured
way.

e Group Work and Collaboration: By working on Al-related activities in class or in groups, instructors
ensure all students have access to shared learning experiences. For instance, group-based
assignments might involve using Al tools collaboratively to generate ideas or analyze content.

e Bridging Language Barriers: Instructors encourage multilingual use of Al, such as having students ask
questions in English and their native language to compare accuracy and completeness. This approach
makes Al more inclusive for students from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

¢ Referring to Institutional Resources: Educators connect students with resources like school libraries,
librarians, or institutional Al tools to ensure equitable access. For example, instructors refer students
to free apps or university-provided Al platforms.

¢ Promoting Critical Thinking: Many instructors stress the importance of limiting reliance on Al and
focusing on personal ideas and creativity. For instance, students are encouraged to use Al as a starting
point for finding topics or analyzing their work but are required to build on those ideas independently.

Thank you to everyone who shared their insights during the webinar. Your contributions help build a
stronger, more collaborative community of educators. We hope these tips inspire new ideas for integrating
Al in your teaching. Join us for future webinars to explore more strategies and share your ideas!
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