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Terminator or Transformer: ChatGPT Has Arrived in Our Classrooms: What Now?

April 12, 2023

Stuart A. Selber
Prompting Robots



Marketplace for Instructions @ PromptBase.com



“Our prompt makes it easy to communicate complex topics”



The Purchased Prompt



Test Language

I replaced [INSERT SUBJECT] with “Flowflex COVID-19 antigen home test”



Introduction + Steps 1 - 3



Positives

Task Decomposition at a Broad Level

Preparing the test, Collecting the sample, Testing the sample, 
Reading the result, Disposing of the test

Imperative Mood

“Wash your hands,” “Remove the swab,” “Open the test cartridge”



Some problems with the Output (the instructions)

• Headings are numbered (unconventional for the genre)

• Steps are bulleted (unconventional for the genre)

• Users are not told how deeply to insert the nasal swab (lacks 
specificity)

• Users don’t need to tilt their heads (unnecessary step)

• Users should rotate the swab for 15 seconds in each nostril, not 10 
to 15 seconds (inaccurate information)

• Users are not told to swirl the nasal swab for 30 seconds in the 
extraction tube (missing step)



Some Problems with the Input (the prompt)

The prompt does not account for a

• Title (how-to and gerund forms are conventional)

• Preview of the task

• List of items users will need

• Signal words—note, caution, warning, danger—and safety measures

The prompt asks for visual aids but not in a way that works (if 
prompted effectively, the robot can describe visuals that might be 
useful).

The prompt includes a spelling mistake (“costumer” instead of 
customer), defying its own command to proofread carefully.



Overall Assessment

• Letter grade = “F” for my class assignment

• Letter grade = “F” for usability


